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t promised you in my last to give you some informationabout tha allies 01 tlie British lu this
anglo-Ashantee-war.the Kan tecs.
Next to my surprise at the unaccountable apathy

of the English on the West Coast 01 Africa is my
surprise that the English should have adopted for
allies the Fantees, the miserable and worth!: ?s
tribe occupying the country lying between Cape
Coast Castle and the boundary river flowing betweenAshantce and the Fantee Land. It may be
aid.with justice.by the English, that they could
not help themselves; that they iound tho Fantees
in possession of the country and of Cape Const
Itself, and that they had no right to displace the
Fantees lor the Ashantees or any other people; that
socb a course on their part would have been the
grossest injustice.

It in true the English could not have done this
arbitrary act without incurring great guilt. nut
after the cession of Elmina to them by the Dutch
good policy would have Indicated what course they
hdouki uuopt lowarus iuriuering ine wisnes 01 iuo

opulent and commerce-loving Ashantees.
ELMINA

to the only place suitable for the residence of an
Admlnistrator-in-Chlef or Governor on the whole
bore of the Gold Coast lrom Assince Kivcr to the

Yolta. It Is centrally located; nature has furnishedIt with a river which might be made a

capital harbor for small craft; there is a

good anchorage outside for the larger cralt. The
Dutch have furnished it with two castles, infinitely
superior to the miserable castles or forts at Cape
Coast. Elmina was a large, thriving town, in a
Wealthy situation, exposed to the pure sea breezes;
the country around was well cultivate; numerousplantations studded the eminences behlud the
town; plenty relsmed everywnere; and though
the Elmina natives were formerly a branch of the
Fantee nation, they were far more industrious, and
were able to supply tne necessities of life to the
garrison at one-lourth the cost those around Cape
Coast Castle could afford.
In every way Elmina was

A DESlltABLE LOCALITY
for the principal station of the Oold Coast; and
fcad the English at once transferred ttieir oilleca of
administratorship hither they would not have
been under the deplorable necessity ol reducing to
dust heaps tne native quarter 18 months alter the
exchange.
Having acquired this rich territory from the

Dutch, and aware of the anxiety <^f the Ashantees
to possess a small portion of coast line which
abould be theirs and none other, the English ont
of their abundance mucin have set apart a strip or
10 miles immediately adjoining Klmina, and prorleredit to the Ashantees, and they might have
even gone so far as to assist the Ashantees in the
construction of a road irom Prabsu to the new
Ashantee settlement, thus proving to them that
(bey were as ready to enter into a friendly alliance
With them as the Dutch had been. The fear that
the Ashantees would soon have made themselves
mastera ol the country need not have deterred the
English, for the coast line would always remain in
their power, and always within reach of the guns
of their African naval squadrons. Elmina and
Cape Coast also would ever be protected by the
guns or the castles and tbe rorts, so that such a

policy as the one indicated above might have been
prosecuted to a very desirable end.viz., that
of populating an uninhabited portion of the coast
with a portion of an opulent tribe desirous of
opening direct commerce with the English, and
Mcurlng tbe n-iendly alliance of a nation which,
'to a commercial sense, was worthy of being allied
with.
The traveller, after observing
THE TREMENDOUS ENERGY OP THE ENGLISH,

la other lands, and the Keen Intelligence which
ways directs their policies, finds himself compelled
to condemn the extraordinary apatby which characterizesthe British authorities on the West Const
ana me unwisuom ai meir woue 01 povernmem.
From Sierra Leone down to Accra rain and decay,
neglect and apathy arc visible In every settlement.
Thirty years ago Sierra Leone was a thriving and
prosperous commercial mart. A forest of masts
reared their tall heads In the unrivalled harbor,
the soul of business seemed to animate her streets,
the natives appeared to possess some idea that
they were made to work and that their limbs
were formed for labor. Now, however, an
oocMional steamer may be seen in the
barbor, homeward or ontward bound, and
tbe natives are utterly spoiled for work and seem
to think that celestial state has already arrived
when humanity ceases from toll and betakes itself
to perpetual psalm-slnging and hallelujah-chantlog.Apollonia, Dix Cove, Chamah and Elmlna are

beapa of ruins. The Dutch lelt them prosperous
and happy; the English took It upon themselves
to govern them, and within 18 months rained
tnem, laying the settlements in mortar and dust
beaps.

TUB FANTEES
have not found out that their alliance with the
English has been a curse Instead of a blessing, becausethey have not yet been taught the art of deduction.But should they ever be schooled to
logic I have no doubt but they will say:."If we
bad not been friends with the English the Ashanteeswould not have burned oar villages or
consumed our produce or luui waste onr plantations."To which the English may perhaps answer"Wewent to war with the Asliantecs for
your Hakes; If we had not been fools we would not
nave rejected the Ashantees and accepted such
miserable cowards as you have turned out to be
lor onr allies."

I have already Informed you that the Fantees
occupy the country between Cape Coast Castle and
the Prah, thougli lu reality the Fantees proper
Inhabit the town of Cape Coast and Its Immediate
neighborhood. Those of the Fantees who dwell in
the villages of the Interior are distinguished after
the names of their villages. The whole of the
Fantee territory may be about 2,000 square miles.
It li not a kingdom. Fantee Land is more oi a republicof villages, whose chiefs are banded togetherfor military protection against the commonenemy.the Ashantees. Cupe Coast has its
king, or chief. Annamaboe has another, though it
U bat seven miles distant. Dunquuh, 16 miles distant,has another chief, and Abra Campa has its
Vblel When any chief has a grievance against
any other, the British Governor of the Castle la
called upon to arbitrate, and his word is supposed
to settle the palaver.
Confining my remarks, however, to the Fantees

Of Cape Coast, and taking it lor granted that the
Fantees of the interior arc no better, I must say
that the town presents the strongest evidence
tfeat could possibly bo produced of the apathy of
tbe English on the West Coast of Alrlca. Two
bnndred and live years has this town been In pos

Maionof the JBfltluii. ami jet out of it* popma-

NEW YORK
tion or ao.ooo souls I doubt whether there are l.ooo
of them who understand KnyUsh. The peopie arc

as barbarous, untutored and superstitious as

though they had never seen an Englishman's face.
They are oh wild In appearance, as naked id body,
as ruthv In their habits as any tribe ol aavages I
have ever .soon. Their

ranca idols
and medicine heaps, and Mumbo Jumbo rites are
vialblc in the streets of Cape Coast. The b'zarre
Jautastics in which women caper about nude, and
ancient hags disagreeably remind you of the
Lonyness of the human body in old age, and little,
conscienceless children prank and hop, involved
inextricably between the pedal extremities of
their grandmothers, lorin a picture of the most
horrible depravity, and ono utterly unsuitod, I
should way, at. least, lor any portion of the British
colonics.

If I have to echo the opinions of all white men
who have come out lately to join this expedition,
and declare that these people are the most
indolent, toil-hating tribe it has ever
been my lot to see, I am bound
also to say that the administrators, the
adimnistrators-ln-chief, the governors and subttovernorssent out to rule thein must have been
selected by tho British government lor those very
qualities which we are all do ready to condemn
in the Kantecs or Capo 'oast Castle.
Consider the thing 205 years in possession. Why,

Prussia was made a kingdom only 172 years a^o.
The battle ol the Boyne was fought only 18a years
ago. Just tbinH, then, how many things have
transpired during the 205 years since llrst John
Dull laid his paw on this spot in tho Cold Const,
and yet the l'antecs, the population of this governmentalstation, have to be described as the most
shiftless and indolont of the negro race.

bkitish folly.
Apart from the crime of having behaved so

feeoly during their stewardship over these benightedand utterly lost creatures, 1 must charge
the British with their usual fault of raising the
cost of labor and necessaries or lire to about 20
times what It ought to be. Englishmen are as
much sufferers as I am myseir. They suffered as

much from the same folly as I did in Abyssinia.
When we might have obtained rowls at the rate or
12 ror $1 111 Abyssinia, Sir William Mcrewether
commanded three fowls only should be given for
$1. There has been as yet, to my knowledge, no

such order Irom Mr Cainct respecting
tho number or fowls to be given lor
(1, but I do cxpcct Homo such order will
bo Issued noon, us proclamations are being
issued almost daily. In tho meantime, bowever,tho prices of everything have risen, until
I should much prcler to pay the high urices or
living at the Fifth Avenue Hotel rather than at a
miserable Kan tee hut.
Two chickens cost $1 here and mutton is not

purchasable under 25 cents per pound. Much or
anything else cannot be had for love or money,
except rice, which sells at 16 pounds for $1. The
household expenses are enormously high. Kirst,
your hammock-bearers cost you at the rate of $45
per month: your porters, who are to carry your
effects and provisions to the "bush," cost yon as
much more; your houBe rent costs you $20 and
your cook $18 per month, so that if one finds his
bills at the end or a month to be under $200 one
must consider himself specially rortunate.

I did not intend that my rotnarks about the Fanteesshould be abusive ol them when I began this
letter, so that I think I had better bottle up my indignationfor the present

I have already remarked that the Fantees are
very superstitious. Their fetish consists or a
wooden image of an armless and legiesB man,
which iB placid upright by the side of some public
street, and at Its back is generally found a medicineheap, covered over with either a turtle's back
or a huge stone. If the fetish is not formed of
wood, a figure of clay or a padded, doll-shaped
tiling, answers just as well. This image, mado of
wood or clay or old rags, is endowed by
the fetish priest with extraordinary powers.
A white man, educated at a university
in all fhp eorPAtB nf mmlirina and flnrornrir 10 nn»

gifteo with one-half the powers commonly ascribedto and commonly believed to be possessed
by this miserable idol. The retlsh man carries the
Image to the bedside of a fever-stricken patient,
mumbles formulas into the car of the sick one,
waves the fetish over his head, and departs satisfiedthat a cure has begun already. But should
the British Burgeon come up in time to arrest the
progress of the disease and effect a cure,

THE FETISH MAN
enrses the snrgeon for making his fetish to lie, be-
lleving that the failure of the image was caused
by the underhanded and false machinations 01 the
surgeon.

If I were to describe all tho ceremonies which I
have noted under my veranda 1 should fill your
columns; but tiiere is one which I have seen which
causes intense disgust to the colored missionaries
of the town. It is the exhibition of a virgin arrivingtit years of puberty to the rude gaze of the
rabble of Cape Coast. Before the British authoritiesinteriered the scene was really disgusting and
downright savage; but at present, though it is a
singular one, the immodesty of it is veiled somewhat.The young girl, in former times, was accustomedto be stripped nafced and obliged to
march thus through the streets, loaded with gold
and silver ornaments. The wealth of the family
was sometimes seen on her person, amounting
in value to several hundred dollars' worth, while
ner friends and relatives, her playmates and acquaintances,lollowed her with all the fanfaronade
which delights the ears or savages. Several 1tinkasals.or drums, wera beaten in the most energeticmanner; flics were blown, and the vocal
noises, Inharmonious at the best of times, were ab-

the town until every household had enjoyed the
Ineffable felicity of seeing the virginal maid, when,
at dusk, she was conducted to the bridal bed of
her husband, who had probably paid dowry for her
to her parents to the amount or $40 or $50. The
earlier hours of hymeneal joy were honored with
an increase of din, at which all the
friends and relatives participated, and a
bestial orgy concluded the singular ceremony.In these modest times, nowever, the
maid is not permitted to expose her person, but is
shown about properly clothed and bejewelled, and
since the abscnce of the Fantee males in the
"bush" the noise and din of the teativity is not so
unbearable and soul-distracting as formerly.
Lest my letter may be intolerably long.dull as I

know it to be irom lack of war news.I nropoae to
give you a few remarks concerning

TriE ASHANTKE3.
To begin with the King, then. The present chief

or King oi Asliantee is callod KoOl, or coffee Kalcati,the son of Coffee Tutee. an Ashantee noble of
great power, by Princess Kffnah Cobee, of the
blood royal, lie was born about the year 1837, and
is, therefore, at present in his thirty-six th year.
He ascended the throne of the kinirs on the 26th
August, 1867, as the eighth monarch since the
dynasty was established, and the Ashanteca
became a nation, which occurred about the year
1700.

To attempt to trace the past history of any
Ravage Airlcun nation which has no written record
for Its basts would appear too much like romancing;but such facts as the sages and courtiers and
elders could store in their mtnds aad transmit
from rather to son we have been able to obtain.
No doubt a further acquaintance with the Ashanteechiefs would enable us to add still more to our
riaumt!; but wnat we have at present suffices for
the ordinary reader, whose desire would be mainly
to have an Idea of what the Ashantees are and
whence they came.
The special correspondent In a peculiar land like

this ieela a melancholy pleasure in being able to
glean somewhat from the past of this now powerfulnation, and transfer some portion of its history
to the columns of a Journal like the IIkiulp, ere
the traditions wnich now inspire the eiders at sunset,under the patriarchal trees of their villages, to
recite the glories of the great founder of the nation,and the deeds of the heroes and conquerors
who succeeded him, snould pale and fade and becomelost in oblivion.

If any of jour readers, after coming to this land,
should become interested in any trlbo or nation
and attempt to write Its history he would soon
tind how difficult a task It would be to distinguish
fact iroiu llctlon. and be able to understand the

HKKAIJJ, THURSDAY, JAN
pieannre I leel in writing ihe following remarks a

upon the AHliaat.ee nation:. j P'
In the days of Cada Mom to, Fernando Gomez, u

D'Atnhuja, Vaeco da (iuma and other heroic nuvl- P
gators, who flourished abont the latter part of tlte lc
fifteenth century, the Ashantee nation wm not H
known. If it were a concrete people, organized A
under a despotic king, uh renowned in war ax the tt
Ashantee nation In to-day, there Is no doubt that h

some of *
TUB kntkbphihino 1'ORTtTOCEXK KXPLORRilA t£

and writers, oapccially l)e Barrow and Cada Mosto, cl
wmild liave heard something about Its existence tt
and noted it in tuolr journals witti the Maine ex- it
actncss and accuracy with which they penned
their notes of other kings and nation* whom they R
came in contact with or of whom they heard ir
report; for while# looking eagerly over thjir i>:
quaintly written journals of discoveries along the K
coast of Guinea we are struck at the ease with tl
which the steps of the Portuguese navigators inay tl
traced to-day. It Ib true that many names of u
tribes and rivers have become lost, but the major c
number are still to be recogui&ed. *

I yi
Instance these as proof of what I say. Cada

Mobto writes in 1489 of the success of Fernando Is
Gomez in his trading for trold dust at the nort of :l

Miiiu, which we at once recognize to t>e P
Kluiina of the present day, where, durlug C
peaceful times, the name trade In the b.
precious metai is still carried on. Again, be Bays w

that the tlrst exchange in gold dust occurred at a *

village called Sam ma, a few miles lurthcr up from a

Minn, wnieli we kuow to be the place eal'.ed Cha- ttl

mail, where Commodore Counm reli and his lioat a

fleet received such a cheek lately. It may not r<

appear singular that Miua, now called Elmina, P
should have retained its name, since it has been in u

the possession ol a Kuropean Power ever since;
but it is singular that a small village like Chamah 81

should have retained its native name m a country a'

like Guinea, where everything is so mutable and 11
where changes transpire so quickly, and nations a

and tribes, once prominent in local traditions, so
sink into oblivion or are so soon swallowed by
others more powerful. 48
My opinion nf that the Ashantees at the time of

which I write were divided into small village cians P
or sub-tribes acknowledging no ruler save tiieir k

local duels, or ciders; that wars for supremacy ^
and right of way to the coast were irerjuent among 11

them; that deleat ol one village served to add "

power and subjects to the coiuiuenng sub-trlb",
which, probably, in tho course of time was aug- l'
mented by other victories over weaker neighbors, a

There is 8
A TRADITION ll

among the Fantees that in iormcr times very far p
back the Fantees and Ashantees competed one B
tribe; but that while engaged on a war expedition k
Into a distant region they suffered severely from oi
hunger; that one portion- sustained itself c
by feeding on a shrub or plant called d
Fan, wnile another portion found suste- c>
nance in a shrub called Shan, from which B
the eaters of Fan became known afterwards aa o

Fantees, while the others In lice manner became si

aiiuitu un uiiun t>v.v>i| »V »uivu nil JJCI IV\j v liCttliUK

lias added the prefix A, so that the tribe is now si
called Ashantces by the English. This Is, of course, u

lable, but only a more thorough Knowledge of the ti
roots of fie language would enable us to decide I
whether the fable is correct. ri
We know, however, to a certainty, by the records b,

of the Portuguese navigators, that gold dust in n
considerable quantities was brought down from w
the interior to Elinina by peoples who were not A
distinguished under any distinctive title during T
the latter half of the fifteenth century, and we p
know through official records by the Dutch Gov- o.

ernors, who succeeded the Portuguese at Elmina, tl
that the same trade was carried on belweeu El- tl
mina and the interior during the whole of the six- w

teenth century. ti
Put at the beglnniug or the seventeenth century

there struggles slowly Into the minds of the Eu- u
ropean authorities on the Guinea or Gold Coast m
knowledge of the existence of a nation growing in c<
opulence and power where the gold dust comcs ir

from, called the Ashantecs, and or a Chief or King t.t
who governs them whose name strikes terror into tl
the hearts of the sub-tribes on the coast, who were
accustomed to convey palm oil and cloths into the 11
interior to exchange lor gold dust. This King's n
name was £y Tutu. During his liretiBie the sub- n
tribes, the clans, villages and towns throughout a

great extent of country were consolidated into ci
one kingdom, with Sy Tutu, the couquering chief, n
as a sovereign. In the attempt to extend hia ui

power on this side of the Prah River, In the tcrrl- di
tory of the Aklms, at the great battle or Coro- w

mantee, (ought on a Saturday, tlie conqueror, Sy tc
rutu, was slain. st
as In more clvilizcd countries, in

A GLORIOU8 ERA OF CONQUEST tC
and power was not forgotten by the nation he had
lounded and made great by a series of victories, c(
Bnd the memory of Sy Tutu is kept green to this s*

day by the Asbantees. The most binding oath pi
known to-day among this people is the one which is at

made by "Coromanteo Saturday." The present c<

King, Coffee Calcali, has taken this solemn oath that
l.e will either drive the British from Elmina, or he C<
will make a prolonged and bloody war. ei

It was natural that, *fter a glorious reign such pi
as Sy Tutu's, his successor should be his son, r<

and accordingly the throne devolved npon Apuku, h<
his eldest son, who during his reign mamtuined
the supremacy of the Asliantees, conquered the ai

Akim territory aud added it toAshantee. It is said si
that Apuku, like the Plantagenet, John, desirous r<
of curtailing the power ot the sub-chiels exas- 11

perated the chiettams and caused them to band to- it
gether and drive the monarch from Coomassie, the oi
capital; but, more successful than his British pro-
totype. he was enabled to rally to his standard an t)
army of warriors who had probably shared in his 11
lather's conquests, with whose aid he retook n
Cooma.-sic and subdued the fractious and turbulent t>
rebels. li
Apuku died and was succeeded by his son,

Akwassi. This King, alter extending his power o
toward Denkera, in the West, turned his atten- v

tion to a powerful country on the east called s!
Dahomey. The fact that Dahomey is still inde- F
pendent, and Is understood to be as powerful as tl
Ashantee, proves that Akwassi obtained little or k
no success in his wars against the Dahomans. si

Akwassi, dying about the year 1752, was succeded fi
by his son, Sy Kudju, a warlike prince, whose n

memory is venerated lor the numerous successes ti
which attended his arms throughout a long and li
prosperous reign.
Sy Kwamlna, the fifth monarch since the dynasty a

was established, succeeded Kudju; but he waB tl
shortly dethronod by the chiefs and was replaced I
by a younger brother, Sy Tutu Kwamlna, about the C
year 1S00. t<

It was during the reign of this prince that the s
British became personally acquainted with u

THE PROWESS OP TIIE ASHANTEE?. V
The first war was that of 1811. Then came the

disastrous campaign of 1823 and 1824, during the ii
Governorship of Sir Charles MacCarthy. Major s

Ricketts, a member of his staff.one or the very few t
who survived tho fatal battle of Esmacow. has left r

us a very interesting account, simply written but n

mil of pull and matter. When the Ashantees were r

marching up to attack Sir Charles they advanced r

sinking and beating a wild alarm of drums and s
tom-toms, us la their custom. Sir Charles, not to o
be outdone by noise, ordered his band to strike up s

"God Save the King." However, the music had e
no effect on the enemy, and soon both c

forces were engaged in desperate strife. <1
After a battle or some hours the British
allies were without ammunition, and a mistake n

committed by a commissariat officer, who despatchedbiscuits Instead of nail cartridges, proved
fatal for the allies and their gallant commander.
Sir Charles and all his staff, with the exception of
Major Rlcketts and a Lieutenant Jones, were beheaded,and the heads were carried In triumph to
Coomcssle, where, It Is reported, they are even to
this day held In high honor, being decorated with
gold bands and Jewels*
8y Tutu Kwamlna died soon after the battle of

Esmacow, and was succeded by his brother, Sy
Okoto.
After the victory of Esmacow the Ashantees advancednpon Cape Coast Castle, when there were

but a garrison of about 50 men in the fort. Even
the streets of the town were invaded by the *

enemy, and the slaughter which ensued was ter- n
rifle. Ii Is calculated that about 20,000 Fantees c

lost their lives in Mat campaign, while the auaei- r

UAKY 8, 1874..WITH
iiie state into which tne Protectorate wa

lunged is indescribable. It uiay be caid tna
titil lMti tbe AshanteeB were masters of all tin
rotectorate up to witbin a mile of tbe seacoas
irts. The tables were reversed in 18^1. Th
ritiHh collected a force at Accra and met th
shantees at Dundowali. Tiie battle that ensuei
len was most sanguinary, bat nearly at the com

lenceruent of it the Ashantees were stricken witl
panic and fled, and a great many of their cap
uns, rather than meet the king, committed sui
de on the tield. The Fantees and their allies oi

lisdayamniy avenued tiie horrors of 1H'23 an<

s2», and an even balance of losses was thus struck
The successor of Hy Okoto was a prince callc<
waweda, who departed this life in 1807. Kwawedi
ivaded the Protectorate in 1840, and waged i

loody and relentless war on the Fan tees; but tin
nglish weie not summoned to take up arms fo;
ic latter in this campaign; tiiey simply advl.-ei
leni and supplied them witii arms and aminuni
on. On the death of Kwaweda, the present Kim
otlee CalcaJi ascended the throne, in bis thirtieti
sar.

TI1B KINfJ OP ASIIaNTRK
said to lie an intelligent man, with the appear
uce of a mulatto, slight but sinewy in figure, hot
Itable anu gracious to strangers, lie resides a

oomassie, the capital, which is said to be
f those who have seen it, a populous am
ell regulated town. The paiaee of tin
ing Is a structure of hewn stones, lurgi
ml capacious, with great squares, where review
nd assemblages are held. The whole is waliei
rouud, having an outer anil inner enclosure. Th
joms are lofty and commodious, and those occu
led by His Majesty are lurnitured with Europcai
nd native articles The presents tie has been con

nuaily receiving dluloinatically have assisted ii
upplying fnm with unusual luxuries, Picture
Jorn the walls; sumptuous solas are ranged room
is walls; thick carpets cover his floors; his table
re loaded with a thousand costly knick-knacks.
Next in importance to the Palace among

TIIK PutLIC BUILDINGS
the Bantammah, which is tho Tower or th

ouvrc 01 Coomas?ie, wherein are stored the inor
recious gifts it has been tlio good pleasure of th
lugs of Asaautee to receive from the British, th
utch and the French governments, it l
le treasure house, Ulled with the costl;
rare the kings have gathered from time ti
me; the Hank, wherein lie tho specie an<
le gold dust, lugols and bars of solid gold
nd many a chestiull oJ rings and chains or sold
orgeous silks and satins ahd much else of wealti
lat go to make up the treasures of a rich am
owerlul despot like tue Ashantee King. In th
.ntammah, side by side with the crown of tin
1ui?h, is laid the gold decorated cup lashloned ou
f the skull of the unfortunate Governor of Capi
oast Cattle, Sir Charles MaeCarthy. It is only 01

ayB of state and high festival that this ghasth
up is used. 1 laucy that if the English take tin
antammah that this State cup will be conslderei
tie of the most valuable trophies that could b
jcured.
The King possesses a numerous harem, like th<
ible monarch of Dahomey. He is privileged t<
tarry as many as he pleases: for even in Ashanfei
lie King can do no wrong or trespass on any law
should lear to say how mauy wives lie has mat

led, for we shall probably know the exact nuuibe
y and by; but he can take his pick out ot th
obiest, the fairest and best in the land, afte
hich it is certain death for any other man li
shantee to look on her face, for she is the King's
he harem is jealously guarded in a quarter of tin
alace overlooking the palace gardens by a body
f 150 cunuclis. It must not be supposed, however
tat the' rights of ordinary women are curtaile<
ius; in the households of all but the King thi
omen are at liberty to stare and be stared at, t<
i!k with any man or be talked witn.
The King, with the usual privilege of monarchy
lay stay at home during war, while he may com
land every soul capable of bearing arms to pro
;ed to the wnr. He has his Prime Ministers, his Com
lander-ln-Chlef, Keeper of the Treasury, Chlel <j
le Euuuchs, Generals of Divisious and Nobles c
le Council.
TKn Dxltnn Mi.«iin nnrnKftw thn mAa

nportant of his nousehold, manago all public bus;
ess, anil proffer advice to the King upon al
tatters ol vital importance to the State.
The Commander-in-Chief is generally some at
ient warrior, whose deeds iu his prime fori
ever-ending subjects or social chat among the ol
ad young. When he assumes this high post h
[>cs not venture Into the battle any more; hi
ork seems to be limited to portioning tne levie
» each noble, to keep the army up to a certali
anuard in numbers, to organizing, and appoint
ig the officers and troops for active (service. Nux

TAB COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
>mes another venerable old soldier, whose pos
ems to be that of Btrategiclan-ln-cliiei, win
lans campaigns and wars, and whispers military
Ivice into the cars of the geuerais about to pre
;ed on active service. *

The Keeper of the liautammah or the Treasury o

oomassie, is a most important man. He is gen
rally a noble, and a distinguished soldier. Th
resent Keeper is a chief called Aman Kwah Tin
>ported to be at present in our front seeklui
ouors tn skirmishing with the British allies.

THE OENfcRALS OP DIVISIONS
re generally great and powerful chiefs, who hav
applied the King's army with huudreds of tliei
ualners and slaves, and are appointed tor thei
iflueuce. When wide prestige is added to till
iflueuce, he seems to lose the simple distlncuoi
r a duel and becomes a general.
As inay be seen from the above, the Ashantce na

on is composed of lour classes.the monarch, th
obles, or feudal chiefs; the free Ashantce yec
icn, laud proprietors, small village chiefs, all Ire
orn Asliantees; the slaves taken In war or bori
i bondage lurin the fourth class.

the great nobles
wn vast territories and are lords of thousands o
assets. Toey may be said to be petty kings, sub
uliary to the central government at Coomassie
oremost among these, like another Warwick, 1
tie Prince of Iabon, In whose territory Is the popu
jus city of Selaga, with a population of 400,000 (?
ouls, situate on the upper Yolta. This Prince cai
irnish the King with a force of 20,000 vassals fo
is army. He seldom ventures ont himself into ac

ive service unless the King of Ashantee proceed
1 person to the war.

the minces op rckti
nd Marn-pon are each able to furnish the ns
lunal army with contingents varying from 5,000 t
D,000 vassals. The Chief of Fnnnmah, betwee
oomassle and the Prah, enters on service with
jrce ol 1,000 of his own retainers. But there ar

ovcral large cities beyond cooinasgie, bothaillueu
,nd populous, of which we may know more whe
re shall have entered Coomassie as conquerors.

the ashantee army
n the field bear flags for distinctive signals or en

igns of vassalage, but they have no importance ii
he eyes ol soldiers, save as distinguishing pei
lants or bunners. The loss of any of tnein involve
o disgrace or mlslortune. The Chiefs1 umbrella
epresent in the Ashantee soldiers' eyes what

egimental flag does in a Kuropean army. Th
;orgeous sunshade which an Ashantee chic! hold
iver his head, ornate with varl-colored pieces <

ilk, rich with its appendages of silver and gok
nilmillpa in an AKhnnrnp's pvph the honor of h
hlef. The loss of one of these Id battle Involve
lisgrace and defeat.
Tho chiefs are borne from place to place by han
nock or chair bearers. The chair which the Brltls
aptured at Abracampah was a specimen c
uhantee manuinctnre In that line. It appearc
o lie exceedingly cumbrous, though It was not
;reat weight. In shape it waB exactly liko iti
ior]y of a ltsht phaeton lifted Irom its wheel
:ight stout fellows bearing It on their heads, pr
ected by thick pads resting on each bearer
rantum, sufficed to take Assamo Kwantah, tl
Lshantee general, from camp to camp. The wooi
fork of the ctialr was studded with an inOnl
lumber or brass tacks, and specimens or whi
kill In tracery and ornate woodwork or which tl
Lshantee artisanH are capable were visible on tl
ides and lront of the chair.
The King appears in tne field only in extremis
rhen his presence Is necessary to inspire tl
ugging enthusiasm or devotion of the army to li
ause, when uiscouragcment has followed repeati
cverhoa in battle. Then evnrr soul cauable

SUPPLEMENT.
* beancff nruis, every enter owing allegiance, every
t otflcer oi Iiih household drum luriiKell lor battle, and
e a lorce or loo,ouo men la thus speedily raised.

t MIS STATU UMBKKI.LA
e iH borne over or before nun by a chief wherever
e lie moves, the night of which routies tne interest
J aud zeal of every member or his army. Thla ami-brclla coata a small fortune.about $3,000 or $4,000.
Ii It la made of alternate pieces 01 crimson and black
i- velvet, whilo hundreds ot tfold pendicle* lorm a
I- fringe around It, whne a large box* ol pure jjoid
i burmounts it ai>ove.

I TUK DllESH OF THE KINO
on such occaaiona la exceedingly costly. A tunic

J ol crimson velvet covers inn body, hia loose Moorish
i pantaloons are made ol the -aiuc stuff, a broad
* baud of (.'old encircles his wa:st, a cap or turban of
b Hilk, rlclily embroidered, covers his head; his
r ivPiitiniix «! « ilnciirated nrofnselv with th»

1 pi ecious metal.
TIIK KING'S KEVEM'B

* Is derived, apart irom 1.1s own private estates,
i which are vast, from the gold mines. The dust

becomes the property of the miners or proprietors,but every nugget, great or small, throughout
his dominions, belongs to the King. Whichever

" person is guilty of reserving anv of the King's
1 portion is liable to the death penalty, which is in>variably carried out.

I THE AKMS OF THE AS1JANTE153
e consist of long live loot Danish guns (dint locks),
e though many are also lound with blunderbusses.
8 The cartridge boxes servo as girdles, the leather
-1 or wooden cups into which the powder is poured
0 being sewed on a belt, the two ends of which are

either tied with a leather thong or buckled in
II trout. The bullets or iron slugs are In

a small leathern pouch, Blung over the
a shoulder. This pouch, sometimes found on
8 the dead Ashantees, is generally found to
ll contain as miscellaneous a sot of articles
3 as may be seen in any Jack Tar's box or bag.

Hark thread, bart waste (probably lor wadding),
iron pins, queer-looking stones, an assortment of
dars-colored beaus, a stale inece of yam or manioc.

0 a piece of chew-stick, a handlul or so 01 .small
B snail stidls and other extraordinary articles repreesent what an Asliantee's pouch contains ou the
3 battle lickl. Any of your readers who miy have
8 ttecn a Greek briirand's, an Albanian's, a Kurd's
V or a Iiedouln's cartridge box may guess at once
' what kind of a cartridge box the Asliantees use,
1 and they undoubtedly derived their notions
> of the utility or such a thing from the
' trading Tuaregs of Timbuctoo. You need not
11 wonder, then, at tho very few severe wounds
1 lnClcted upon tne English despite tlie very many
3 splendid opportunities the ambushed Asliantees
u have had to Indict lnstuntaneous death. Tho
1 powder Is thrown loosely lfito the barrel, and, be-
0 lug ofien without wadding material, the bullets or
a slugs of iron, or luindluls of snail shells, or a piece
f ol unsmelted iron ore, are dropped on tho loose
B powder, and the loose'charge Is thus? fired when
[1 only a few leet lrom tlieir foes, hence we need
B not wonder that so lew latal wounds have been receivedby the English.
9 There Is not the least doubt but the Ashantees
J have unproved immensely slnco they flrat became
9 a nation. They can now point to

EIGHT KINGS
who have worn the crown or Asnantee, who have

r carried terror and dismay to the hundred nations
® nrnnml nnii Qnrpjl.il 111#* roniitnt.lnn nf tho luhtmfoca
r lar and wide. The certain consciousness of cue
11 fact that their Ashantee forefathers were warriors,

that their Kings were conquerors and that they
e themselves have not degenerated has imparted

dignity of bearing and an air ol superiority to the
'» meanest Ashantee soldier.
J The Ashanteo warrior, miserable as he may
B appear compared to the gaudily-dressed West India
0 British soldier, Is his equal, nay, I may say superiorto him, In the battle. The West Indian,

confronted with the aimost nude warrior
" of Ashantee, may, with a serene smile of

self-sarlsiaction, tap his breech-loading Snyder
ride and dare his foe to the battle, sure that his
weapon, his own superior knowledge of military'r laws and tactics and the discipline in which he
has been trained may carry the day. On the otUer
hand, the Ashantee.lull or the traditions of his

l* race, conscious only of the power of Ills King and
11 that he is the King's warrior even to irhe death;

that, uutil he saw the British soldier the Ashantee
'* went to the battle only to conquer; that in four"
u compaigns, at least, against the British, the Brit*
u ish were worsted; that in the tiautammah. the
e King's treasure house at Coomassle, there lies a
8 bleached skull of a British governor as a trophy of

I lit; Aaiiauiviv n uii^ut.i au bap mo vncap muiu*
1

magem gun with its old-fashioned flintlock, his
bad powder and his cast Iron slugs, and, relying on' his superior cratt in the bush, and with a smile
of proud serenity, accept the combat which the bedizenedand tasselled negro or the West Indies
proiTers him.

0 Give the Ashantees the Bamo weapon, the
r breech-loading ^nyders, with the proper ammunition,with which the allies of the English have

been lurnlsned, and even the white troops would
And that the Ashantees composed a Toe worthy of

'* their best efforts.
hints to the english.

It la a thousand pities that the British governors' have not succeeded in winning the confidence of
the Asliantees. Yet, who knows but that this war
may prove the greatest blessing that could beinll

6 the Ashantees? If the English are wise they will
r deprive their present enemy of their King and atrtach unto themselves these brave and lormulable

warriors, and through them open the whole of
Central Africa to trade and commerce and the
beneficent influences or civilization. The Komans
would have been delighted at such an opportunity0 of extending tneir power lor the benefit of tliernj
selves aud the world at large. Two ttionsand

e Ashautees. under the leadership of an intelligent1 British omcer, would soon extend the power of the
English irom Cape Coast Castle across the T!io!goshi Mountains to Tiiubuctoo, and from the MandingoLaud to Benin.

g THE NEWARK 8EWEH "IKilEGULlRITIES."
i- *

j Contractor* Disgorging Over |7,000.
:1 Something That Iiooked to an Aicierrman Like "a Deliberate Fraud."
.r The exposures in the IIekald of the scries of
d sewer "irregularities" in Kewark are beginning to

bear wholesome fruit for the taxpayers of that
city. Yesterday in tho Essex County Court,

^ Messrs. Shanley k Son, contractors, who had conostructed the Canal street sewer and been sued by
q the city to recover money alleged to nave been
a pali) them for work never done, tbrnw up the spouse

aud a formal verdict was rendered against them, wee award against them to the city beiug It
it seems they had been largely overpaid lor rock exQeavatious.paid, in tuct, for excavations never

mill, on Tuesday night In tho Common council
the matter came up on a resolution slipped In by
City Counsel Francis to the effect that he i>e
authorized to settle with the contractors. AldermanHevuolds thought this was letting the shanleysoff "cheap, as the matter looked to him "like a

i- deliberate fraud," one which he thought the con,gtractors must have known all about. Alter
some talk, however. in which "Boas"

18 stainsby spoko in lavor of tho resoiuaHon, it was passed. The Shanleys alleged
A VHttl HlfJ *UUn IKfklliUK U! OUJ Hi w^uim nji l UVJ

I.a< 1 uotiitnu to do with measuring the work, anil,s received payment on the measurements una
jf ei-tlmates of the City surveyor and Inspector.
I They claim to have been entirely Ignorant as to
' how much work their men reully did, and therelalore they accepted the figures of the city officials.

.3 Meanwhile the sewer was tapped lu several places
and the discovery made tliat where there had been
paid lor over 2,000 leet ol rock, at $3 50 per foot,' there had been excavated only about one-third of

h that amount, lhls is only one oatte out ol dozens
on the "irregular" 1;M.

'' THE FEENCH OLUBTDf___
ie The well known French club the "Cercle de
a. rilarinoulc" held Its annual dinner last evening
o- at the rooms in Clinton place. This Is commemohratlve of the original establishment of the club,
ie Alter the dinner, which was given in the usual
. style of the society, speecnes were made, In which

praise of the eluh and the glory of the French natcUou were curiously mingled. All the toasts were
at rapturously applauded, and one ol the pleasantest

evenings of ilie season was passed In one ol the
merriest moods. The entertainment did not conicelude until a lat« hour.

_ DEATH FROM A POWDEB EXPLOSION,
no NKWRtmfl, Jan. 7,1874.

llB fieorgc Bcckfortl, one of the men Injured at the
3(1 Newburg powder mills, died last night. The other
ol two will recover.

3

THE VIR&INIU3.
Public Opinion in Madrid on Grant's Menage*

Meddling with Oar Internal Affair*

Madrid. Dec. 16, 18)3.
I telegraphed you tbat tbe "evening and morn*

log pa pern here protest haughtily and indignantly
against the tone of President Grant's Message id

Congress, saying that the affairs of Cuba or of
Spain were none of Ills business." Desiring to
make good m.V despatch and to allow your readers
to judge for themselves, I translate below some of
the salient points presented in the principal papers
of Madrid on suid State document:.

UKANT'S INSULT TO SPAIX.
|hroiu the lniparcial.)

ny what right does General Grant allot#,
himself to level his accusations and to fulminate ma
anathemas at us. aud, in a message to t lie AinertcanCongress, >-all for the overthrow ot a party
that exists in Cuba and in tlio Feu nsu a ' Who if
General liraut that he must needs refer in an
official document to ail "aristocratic ana
pro-slaver)" party in "open hostility to the metropolitangovernment," a party which, in his view,
constitutes a'-dangerous element in tho continuanceot commercial relations between Cuba and
Spain?''
Whatever the p:irtlo; that agitate Cnba may be.

whether pro or anti-siaverv, aristocratic or popular;whether even they be loyal or rebel.these aro
questions yvhicli Spaniards, and thev atone, arot
competent to resolve; and the sovereignty of
Spain will never suitor any other government to
meddle in matters which belong exclusively to her.
internal allairs and those or her colonial dependencies.t he bare lact that the President ot the
United States arrogates to htmselt the power noE
only to examine subjects like these, but also togivea decision on them, is nothing less thai*
a direct attack on the sovereignty ot Spain,,
an act against which wo raise an energetic protest.The American President calls the capture of
the Virglmus a derogattou of the sovereignty oC
tho United States; but he yvould have ueen morw
consistent, ero no made such uu assertion, if ho
had respected Ills international obligations prohibitingthe public fitting out aud sailing or piraticalexpeditions to maintain the insurrection iai
Cuba. How can a government that dourly manl-
rests such contempt for its international obligations,that speaks with such arrogance of the
sovereignty 01 the I'nited Ntateifon the occasion
of our capturing a filibustering vessel, venture to
attaint tne sovereignty oi Spain by sett uir itself
up to judge and pas3 a verdict on matters winch
alone concern ourselves!1 And how does the I'reaidentdare talk about "victims to cruel acts" committedor not committed In another nation, wh^n.
the cruet and barbarous executions ot the Indians,
so frequently referred to in the American press*
are still lrcsh in his memory.

liKANT AS A MKDDLER.
[From 'he Correspondence de Espafla.]

* * it is unquestionable that General (irant*
taking the Virginius matter as a pretext, is guilty
of meddling with our internal affairs, lor which we
can concede no right whatever either to him or to
any oilier foreigner.

"INSOLKNT AMD PKOVOKINfi."
[From the Dluno Kspaftoi.)

The insolent aud all but provoking language of
those paragraphs of the Message which reiaie to
Spanish affairs is brought out in much bolder reliefit we contrast it with the mild and temperate
conduct of our government in its negotiation!)
with the United Mates on the Virginius question.
Never wm a state paper Men before in which &
nation's chief uses language so unguarded and impertinent,so contemptuous, 111 line, 01 another
indcDendcut Slate, worthv at least ol some con-
sideration In view of the friendly relations which
ostensibly bind the two republics. Can it lie that
the United States thinks to exercise a kind ol protectorateover the Spanish nation when they gratuitouslygive forth their opinion on matters that
belong exclusively to the government and people'
of Spain? What business Is it to the Washington
government whether there bo or be not a conservativeand aristocratic party in Spain, opposed
to the muddliug reiorma of another and more advancedparty® Are these questions the exclusive'
property of the Spanish Cortes, or are tliev to b®
decided in an American Congress, that the'necessityof hastening forward these matters has come
up over there* Jt does not concern the United.'
States government whether in Spain or in*
Cuba there exists a party more or!
less hostile to exaggerated ideas of linerty, or
those arc domestic matters which we Spaniards
will treat as we like, aud the Yaukee citizens are
not charged with their solution. * * * We demandfrom the American KepubMc the exercise oC
that same respect lor our independence and internallegislation that we, in our turn, have always
accorded 10 them. Cuba is a Spanish i roviuce, not
an American State, and Spaniards, not \ankees,,
are competeut to legislate there, lor our dignitycanuot,without the loss of our independence.
hitherto respected in borli hemispheres.tolerate
the iinpertiueut intermeddling ol a loreign governmentto which we are not as vet tributary. * * *

The other papers contain articles in a precisely
slmlla^tone to the above, and therefore we do not
think it worth while to proceed lurther in theso
citations irom them.

PENNSYLVANIA.

The Governor'* Meuagc.Debt of (k«
State.Sow Conditions Under the New
Constitution.The Centennial Ezp«iU
tlon Calling on Congress.

H AHKIfBI'RQ. Jan. 7, 1874.
Governor Hartranft's Message was sent to tb»

Legislature to-day. The State debt amounts to
42S.798.821. Amount of boudB in the sinking fund.
$U,200,000; cash iu t'ie treasury, $1,825,151; leaving
Indebtedness unprovided tor, $14,77;;,670. During
the lust jcar the debt was reduced $1,504,672.,
By tiie repeal of taxes the receipts of
1874 will be reduced $1,500,060, while the
expenditures will be equal to those ol
1873. The Governor urges economy, because
under the new constitution the expenditureswill be iucreated for the Legislature*
the schools and tiie judiciary. He calls the
attention oI the Legislature to the necessity ol
counting the votes cast in the constitutional eleo
tion, so that there ma; be no delay in enabling him
to promptly issue the proper proclamation. I'pon
the present Legislature, he says, devolves the
moulding of existing regulations into conformity
with the change about to be inaugurated in the
fundamental law ol the Mate. He emoius upon
the people increased vigilance over all legislation,
so that attempts at special legislation may be frustrated.In atiudlng to the Centennial he says:.
"To stamp it as a national enterprise it must
receive direct and substauttal assistance
from the national government. Congress*
must set its seal of approbation upon tne
wort ol the Commission, and manliest not only
an iutereat in the undertaking, but a dcterminajtion that Its proportions and grandeur shall
eclipse all preceding expositions. Pennsylvania
must also not relax in her efforts to secure sucIcess." He congratulates the country upon the
peaceful solution of our difficulties with Spain, and
he hopes mr the future that all difficulties will be
settled without (liuging the sword into the scale

FIGHT FORA HUSBAND.
The prize for which two women contended in th%

Court of quarter Sessions in Jersey City yesterday
was an individual named John Uoothman, each.
woman contesting the claim of the other to bo his
solace and comlorter, in season and out of season,
John pleaded not guilty to an Indictment for
bigamy. Then followed what Jobson calls high old
swearing. Mary testified that Hhe was married to
him six years ago In St. Francis Xavier's church.
Sixteenth street, New Yerk, while "Wlnny" swore
that father Cauviu performed the matrimonial
ceremony, yoked her ami John together at Hobokea
in August, 18742. John took the stand in nis own
defence, aud frankly admitted that lie lived with
Mary in New York lor two years and four months
as her husband, but was never married to her. Ha
would have been living with lier still if she had consentedto have a portion ol her vocal organs »ra«

putated. The Jnry, alter a brief deliberation, sym'patlilzed wltn John and sent him on Ms way reIJolcing. Mary attacked him on leaving the court
with her favorite weapon, and declared she would
...ii .. i.i,. iiva with her: busMil ""n tuny ii vuuviuuvu *v ...»

she would bo satisfied il ho would abandon botU
the claimants.

_

ATTEMPTED BANK BOBBEEY.
Bostox. Jan. 7, 1874.

A desperate attempt at bank robbery, if not
murder, occurred at one o'clock this morning in
Ablngton, Mass. John Fioyd. tnc patrol watchman
between the Ablngton National Bank and the Tac»
lactory, was attacked by four masked men neal
the latter building, and after a desperate resistanceIn wblcn.ne received two pistol shots, cms
through the liniid and another Inflicting a slight
wound on tils lorcDead, he was finally bound and
gagged. The assallanta then started lor tn«j bank,
ball a mile distant. In the meantime Flovd man'aged to tree himself and give an alarm, when the
ruffians fled. During ttie struggle Floyd, using Ula
billy, broke the arm of one of Ina assailants.

MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF A LADY.
Boston, Jan. 7, 1874.

Mrs. Adeline Badger, wlte of Rev. Henry 0.
Badger, of No. 34 Newbury street, lelt h*r residenceyesterday, stating that she had business
with her bookseller, upon wnom she called and
settled an account, since that time she has not
been seen. A note lelt upon her table leads to tha
belief that she intended to commit suicide, and a
noticeable dei res-lon in her manner tor the past
two weeks strengthens this belief. Mrs. Hadgec
was the principal ol a large prtvato school, a memberelect of the Boston School committee. ami a
woman of rare intellect ana cuituro*


